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“UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE, THE BUILDERS LABOR IN VAIN” (PSALM 127:1) 
 
POWERPOINT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BELLS AND GREETING 
P:  Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
C:  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious.  (Ps 66:1-2) 

 
OPENING HYMN  CW 525:1-4  (sung to the tune of CW 543)  The Son of God, Our Christ 
 
PREPARATION 

P:  Do not mortals have hard service on earth? 
C:  Are not their days like those of hired laborers?   (Job 7:1) 

P:  Diligent hands will rule,  
C:  but laziness ends in forced labor.     (Prov 12:24) 
P:  You will eat the fruit of your labor;  
C:  blessings and prosperity will be yours.    (Ps 128:2) 
P:  But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all.  
C:  Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” (Is 49:4) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  God of mercy and of healing, help us to confess our sin against you and against our 

neighbors.   
C:  We choose the easy wrong rather than the hard right; we prefer to walk in 

darkness rather than the light; we would rather enjoy our sins than confess them 
to you.  Search us, O God, and know us.  Create in us clean hearts; for between 
our sins and their rewards, you have set the sacrifice of your Son, our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

P:  Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.       (Col 3:12-13) 

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Almighty God, you have blessed this land that is our home. You have blessed our 
homeland with the freedom and commerce. Fill our land with righteous employers, Godly 
workers, and adequate rest. Give us eyes of faith to see how the rest we have from our 
labors is but a foretaste of the greater rest that we have in Christ.  We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. 

C:  Amen.     
 
SONG OF PRAISE  CW 250:1 From All that Dwell below the Skies 
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FIRST LESSON:  Ecclesiastes 2:3b-11 (NIV11) 

Solomon comes to the realization that all human labor done to please ourselves is worth nothing.  It 
is meaningless in the light of eternity. 

 
I wanted to see what was good for people to do under the heavens during the few days of 
their lives.  I undertook great projects:  I built houses for myself and planted vineyards.  I 
made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.  I made reservoirs to 
water groves of flourishing trees.  I bought male and female slaves and had other 
slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in 
Jerusalem before me.  I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I acquired male and female singers, and a harem as well—the delights of a 
man’s heart.  I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  In all this my 
wisdom stayed with me.  I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no 
pleasure.  My heart took delight in all my labor, and this was the reward for all my toil.  Yet 
when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything 
was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 111, page 106, sung responsively with pastor 
 
SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 15:58  (NIV11) 

Paul reassures the Corinthians and us that the work we do for the Lord will be blessed by him. 

 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
P:  Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.   (Ps 68:19) 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 11:25-30  (NIV11) 

We have rest from the meaningless labor of trying to earn our own salvation in Jesus Christ our 

Savior who has made us right with God the Father. 

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.  All things have been committed to me by 
my Father.  No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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P:  Boys and girls, I have some neat items in my bag here.  Let’s see what I’ve got to show 
you. Here is something really cool—it is called a stethoscope.  A doctor uses this to 
listen to your heartbeat.  He or she can put it up to your chest and listen to your heart go 
thump, thump, thump!  Let’s see what else we have in here.  This is a hand shovel.  A 
gardener can use this to pull up weeds and to plant vegetables.  Pretty neat!  Okay, I 
think there is one more thing in here.  A calculator!  A scientist can use this to help 
perform an experiment or a teacher can use this to help teach students math.  

  
 Now, why do I have these three things up here?  What do a stethoscope, a shovel, and a 

calculator have in common?  Do you have any ideas? (Field some ideas.)  Well, today 
we are celebrating Labor Day.  All of these things are tools for a job.  Doctors, 
gardeners, scientists and teachers are just a few of the many jobs that you could have 
when you grow up!  There are many, many different jobs that you can chose from when 
you are older.  

  
 God doesn’t only give us work to do; God also gives us rest! In our Scripture reading we 

heard Jesus say, Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.  Jesus gives us rest!  We don’t have to work for Jesus’ love.  We don’t have to 
sweat and lift and struggle to win Jesus’ favor.  Jesus has done all the work for us! 
When he died on the cross for you and for me, Jesus finished all the work that needed 
to be done to fix everything bad in the world.  God has done all the work for us!  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  CW 355  Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 
 
SERMON 
 TEXT:  Matthew 11:25-30 
 THEME:  REST FROM YOUR LABOR 
 
There are 10,080 minutes in a week.  The average American manages to cram an 
incredible amount of activities into every minute of the week:  Work, school and church are 
only the beginning.  Each and every week there is a yard to mow, groceries to be 
purchased and children’s soccer games to attend.  There are friends to visit, bills to pay, 
and a house to clean.  Week in and week out it is work, work and more work. 
 
Even celebrating Labor Day can become an occasion for more work.  If you’re going out of 
town, there are suitcases to pack and a car to load up.  If you’re having people over, there 
is food to prepare and guests to entertain.  Even if you’re staying home, there is an ever-
present list of chores staring back at you.  Sometimes the holidays are no different than the 
other days; our days off are filled with work, work and more work.  
 
Being busy is a good and godly thing.  Proverbs 14:23 makes that clear:  All hard work 
brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.   Ecclesiastes 9:10 echoes the 
same message:  Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.  Honest and 
diligent labor is something to be praised.  
 
Now, you are probably familiar with the old saying, “All work and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy.”  I’d like to suggest another version of that saying:  “All work and no pray makes Jack 



Pentecost 15, Labor Day, September 1 2013 

 

4 
 

forget about God.”  Yes, you heard that correctly:  “All work and no pray makes Jack forget 
about God.”  Sometimes we need to close the laptop.  Sometimes we need to drop the 
shovel.  Sometimes we need to close up shop and read God’s Word and pray.  God wants 
us to push the pause button on life and enjoy moments of stillness before our Heavenly 
Father.  God invites us to stop working and be still simply so that we may know that he is 
God.  
 
When you are still and refraining from labor, you are doing nothing.  You are not producing 
anything, checking chores off your list, or pressing onward.  You are simply being.  You’re 
not laboring; you are labor free.  Yet, you are pausing with a purpose.  Ceasing to labor—
pushing the pause button on your busy life—reminds you of your uselessness without God. 
God gives us our life, abilities, and occupations.  God causes the earth to bear fruit and 
sustain us.  God makes us holy and blameless in his sight.  God uses moments of inactivity 
to remind us that he is at work in our lives.  In Psalm 46, God says to us:  “Be still, and 
know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth.”  
  
Apart from God we can produce nothing.  Apart from God we can complete no task.  And 
nowhere is this more evident than in our own salvation.  We were dead in our 
transgressions (Ephesians 2:5).  To be certain, dead people do not make good laborers!  
God did all the work in buying us back from the grave.  God did all the work in patching us 
up and making us blameless in his sight.  God did all the work, saying to us: Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 
 
The work of our salvation has been done for us.  We do not have to sweat, suffer or save 
up in order to be right with God.  Through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection the work has 
been done.  There is nothing more for us to do but join in with all the company of heaven 
and say, “Amen!”  This Labor Day, push the pause button on your busy lives.  Do not let a 
vacation, barbeque or day off be an opportunity for more work.  Instead, simply marvel at 
the work that has been done for you in Christ.  God has labored for you.  God has worked 
salvation in your stead.  God has and does give rest to all who labor and are heavy laden.  
Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED—confessed responsively with explanation 

C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
P:  Lord God, we exalt you as our Maker, Creator of the universe! 
 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
P:  Lord Jesus, as Peter declared, so we declare, "You are the Messiah, sent from God!" 
 
C:  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
P:  Jesus, you are Son of Man and Son of God, fully human and fully Divine. 
 
C:  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
P:  Precious Lord, even as you predicted your terrible death, so it came to pass. You are 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
 
C:  He descended into hell. 
P:  You proclaimed your victory over sin, death, and hell itself.  
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C:  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the  
right hand of God the Father almighty. 

P:  Hallelujah!  You are the Resurrection and the Life! 
 
C:  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  You are King of kings and Lord of lords. We await the day of your coming! 
 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
P:  You are our Comforter, Counselor, our Helper and our Guide. 
 
C:  the holy Christian Church, 
P:  We are the Church, O Lord, the bride being made ready for the bridegroom! 
 
C:  the communion of saints, 
P:  We remember all the sons and daughters of God who have gone before us. 
 
C:  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
P:  You are our Redeemer, O Lord. We know that you live and that you will stand upon the 

earth at the last. 
 
C:  and the life everlasting. 
P:  Thank you for the cross, Lord Jesus. By your death we have eternal life. 

All:  You are the Messiah, sent from God!  Amen! 
 

THE THANKOFFERING  The members of Trinity congregation have joined together to do the 

Lord’s work in this city and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 
offering that supports our church’s ministry, but you are welcome to do so. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Let us pray: Gracious God, you give us bodies and minds fit for labor. You give jobs and 
income to a great number of people. Be with those who cannot work due to disability. 
See that their needs are met through our compassion and goodwill. O God of blessing 
and freedom, 

C:  stand beside us and guide us. 
 
P:  Be with those who are unemployed or underemployed. Grant them rapid employment 

and opportunity for labor.  O God of blessing and freedom, 
C:  stand beside us and guide us. 
 
P:  Lord, we also pray that you would allow us times of sustained pause from our busy 

schedules. Let us take pause in the busyness of life in order to take pleasure in the 
blissfulness of your salvation. O God of blessing and freedom, 

C:  stand beside us and guide us. 
 

P:  We pray this in Jesus’ name, who has taught us to pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
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SONG OF PRAISE  CW 250:2  From All that Dwell below the Skies 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
HYMN TO THE LAMB  CW 354:1-2  Lamb of God, We Fall before You 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  CWS 741  Take and Eat 

Martin Luther reminds us in his Small Catechism that the power of the Sacrament is not our “eating 
and drinking…but the words ‘Given’ and ‘poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  This hymn 
underscores the power and creative Word and work of our Savior. 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 
on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:  (sing)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  CW 525:5  (sung to the tune of CW 543)  The Son of God, Our Christ 
 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard D. Starr 

Musician:  Mr. Ryan J. Friske 


